This collection examines the many internal and external factors affecting cognitive processes. Editor Shulamith Kreitler brings together a wide range of international contributors to produce an outstanding assessment of recent research in the field. The contributions go beyond the standard approach of examining the effects of motivation and emotion to consider the contextual factors that may influence cognition. These broad and varied factors include personality, genetics, mental health, biological evolution, culture, and social context. By contextualizing cognition, this volume draws out the practical applications of theoretical cognitive research and brings separate areas of scholarship into meaningful dialogue.
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Arie W. Kruglanski is a distinguished university professor at the University of Maryland, College Park. He has published widely on subjects including human judgment and belief formation, motivated cognition, and the psychology of goals and is the recipient of many honors and awards. dr. Kruglanski is a Fellow of the american Psychological association, the american Psychological Society, and the Society for Personality and Social Psychology. He currently serves as an investigator at the national Consortium for the Study of terrorism and Responses to terrorism. The interaction of motivation and cognition continues to be one of the central dilemmas in what we now call the human sciences -psychology included. and it has been so from the earliest times; witness aristotle's searching examination of the dilemma in the De Anima. at the outset, cognition is both driven by its own intrinsic motives, like the need for closure or completion, and shaped or influenced by presumably extrinsic motives, like a sexual craving or a desire for dominance. i say "presumably" because closer inspection makes clear that this distinction is misleading.
alas, as psychology strove to become a "laboratory science, " it increasingly divorced itself from the in vivo study of human action, tending to obscure or ignore the critical interdependence of motivation and cognition. now, at last, we are returning to the in vivo study of the life of mind, and to the ancient and subtle issue of the interaction between desiring and knowing. The present book is a striking example of this new trend. Yet, for all that, it is not altogether a "new" trend: it has always lurked in the background formulation of psychology. How could it not? after all, what impels cognition? What shapes our motives?
Here i must become somewhat autobiographical. When i was a young instructor in psychology at Harvard in the mid-twentieth century, senior colleagues were fond of drawing a distinction between what they called biotropic and sociotropic psychology. The former treated psychological functions as, so to speak, self-contained and rooted in the presumably inherent, if slightly alterable, properties of the nervous system. The biotropic system was (and had to be) describable in the "centimeters-grams-seconds" system (the famous CgS system) of the natural sciences. Sociotropic psychology, on the other hand, looked outward to such matters as culture, social and educational background, and personal desires, among others. The implicit assumption, of course, was that when the sociotropes became scientifically biotropic, they would behave biotropically like their more scientific colleagues.
